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1. SCOPE 

      This Policy supports the College in developing flexible learning opportunities in higher education 

and applies to all staff and students of the WCCN. This policy relates to all aspects of the WCCN 

Teaching and Learning Strategy Policy.    

 

 

2. THE PURPOSE OF THIS POLICY 

a) To provide an educational experience to undergraduate and postgraduate students in a 

dynamic and diverse learning environment. 

b) To provide principles and procedures for the use of blended learning for students and staff at 

WCCN. 

c) To provide academic staff with clear, brief, user-friendly guidelines focusing on blended learning 

as a learning and teaching strategy in a context of presenting nursing programmes in a higher 

education institution (NQF levels 5 – 8). 

3.      LEGISLATION  

• Relevant Professional Bodies and Councils – The South African Nursing Council 

• CHE (HEQC) (2013) The higher education qualifications sub-framework 

• CHE (HEQC) Criteria for programme accreditation 2004 

• Department of Higher Education and Training. 2014. Policy for the provision of distance 

education in South African universities in the context of an integrated post-school system. 

• South African Qualifications Authority 

4.    RELEVANT INSTITUTIONAL POLICIES & GUIDELINES  

• Vision & Mission 

• Department of Health Code of Conduct  

• Quality Management Policy 

• Assessment Policy 

• Moderation Policy 

• Academic Rules and Regulations Policy 

• Subject review policy 

• Teaching and Learning Policy 

• Student reflection on teaching policy 

5.    DEFINITIONS 

• Blended learning 

Blended learning refers to the provision of structured learning opportunities using a combination of 

contact, distance, and/or information and communication technologies (ICTs) supported 

opportunities to suit different purposes, audiences, and contexts (DHET, 2014). 
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• e-learning 

It is the use of information and communication technologies (ICTs) and processes for enhancing 

teaching, learning and research (WCCN/2018/10). 

 

• Learning management system 

A central web-based software application, allowing for the effective integration and management 

of Learning and Teaching in an on-line environment with the aims to allow for Learning and 

Teaching to be applied from anywhere at any time in a synchronous and asynchronous manner 

(WCCN/2018/10). 

 

• Modes of delivery 

“Contact (campus-based face-to-face engagement): Face-to-face contact must be a minimum of 

30%” (CHE, n.d.) 

“Blended/hybrid (contact with supporting educational technologies): A blended/hybrid programme 

will have components of both online and face-to-face teaching and the context will determine the 

proportion of the blend.  This can also be done synchronously and asynchronously.  An LMS is often 

the technological cornerstone of a blended environment” (CHE, n.d.).  

“Distance (remote teaching and learning only OR with synchronous/asynchronous activity via 

supporting educational technologies): Refer to Distance Higher Education Programmes in a Digital 

Era: Good Practice Guide (CHE, 2014). Distance education provisioning can have different formats, 

from fully online to print-based material only” (CHE, n.d.).  

 

 

6. POLICY GUIDING PRINCIPLES 

a) WCCN is a contact learning institution and adheres to the guidelines provided by the Council 

of Higher Education (CHE) regarding the modes of delivery of programmes. 

b) Adopt constructivism in the learning and teaching process. 

c) Learning and teaching approach is learner-centered and self-directed utilising a blended 

learning approach that will enable students to follow the programme/s in a flexible manner. 

d) Focus on quality by embracing evidence-based approaches that make innovative use of 

technology to promote excellence. 

 

 

7. POLICY PROVISIONS 

Blended learning across all qualifications and levels, should: 

• Be at the appropriate NQF level with the required credit allocation. 
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8. CONTACT TIME 

The summary of contact time for the different NQF levels are portrayed in Table 1 below as based 

on the stipulations of the Department of Higher Education and Training (DHET) (Department of 

Higher Education and Training, 2014:9). 

 

Table 1: Summary of contact time 

Programme  NQF 

Levels 

Summary of Contact time  Summary of Contact 

time for WCCN 

Undergraduate 

programmes 

5-6 More than 30% of the stated 

Notional Learning hours must 

be spent in staff-led, face-

to-face, campus-based, 

structured learning activities. 

At least 30% of the total 

Theoretical learning 

hours of the 

programme must be 

face to face. 

Simulation laboratory 

learning will always be 

face to face. 

Undergraduate 

programmes 

7 More than 25% of the stated 

Notional Learning hours must 

be spent in staff-led, face-

to-face, campus-based, 

structured learning activities 

At least 25% of the total 

theoretical learning 

hours of the 

programme must be 

face to face. 

Simulation laboratory 

learning will always be 

face to face. 

Postgraduate 

programmes 

8 More than 25% of the stated 

Notional Learning hours must 

be spent in staff-led, face-

to-face, campus-based, 

structured learning activities. 

At least 25% of the total 

theoretical learning 

hours of the 

programme must be 

face to face. 

Simulation laboratory 

learning will always be 

face to face. 

 

9.  MONITORING  

9.1 Technology  

• Students should have access to basic infrastructure to access learning and teaching inclusive 

of Wi-Fi on campus, iLearn (LMS) and email addresses. 

• Data and network access to connect with devices. 

• Computer laboratories to be accessible always. 

• First-time and new students during orientation to the programme/s must receive 

comprehensive orientation programmes regarding online delivery of information and training 

into online learning. 

• Students will receive all the contact numbers and email addresses for support from the IT 

helpdesk. 
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• All students will receive an e- learning guide.  

• Continuous Information and Communication Technology (ICT) support will be available to 

students. 

• iLearn/Moodle is for blended learning and teaching resources, assessment materials, 

submission of assessment evidence and the tracking of student progress. 

• Academic staff is trained to support a blended learning environment. 

• Ongoing training on all learning and teaching platforms regarding ICT for all academic staff. 

• Ongoing improvement of ICT structures to enhance the blended learning environment. 

 

9.2 Learning and teaching 

• Curricula should be designed with blended learning approaches embedded and logically link 

to learning outcomes.  

• Blended learning materials must be available to students timeously. 

• Block programmes and assessment schedules must be planned in advanced and shared with 

students. 

• Timetables for block programmes must be planned and shared with students in advance. 

• Ongoing monitoring and quality assurance of adherence to curriculum design relevant criteria, 

learning outcomes and SANC requirements needs to take place. 

• Peer mentoring programmes for academic staff. 

• Continuous monitoring and quality assurance through learning and teaching evaluations by 

students. 

• Initiatives to enhance student engagement and active participation in learning and teaching. 

• All curriculum development in future should support a blended learning approach.  

• Student support must include the individual student`s needs in managing blended learning and 

learning online. 

• The principle in learning and teaching at WCCN is constructive alignment, where all 

components of learning, teaching and assessment is aligned, interactive teaching must take 

place and there should be dialogue between students and lecturers to assist students to 

construct their own knowledge. 

• Integrity and validity of assessments and the assessment process must be maintained. 

 

 

9.3 Responsible, accountable and ethical use of ICT 

The proper and responsible use of ICT apply to all the users of the Western Cape Department of Health 

and Wellness. Users have the responsibility to use ICT effectively, ethically and lawfully. See Addendum 

1, Western Cape Government IT End User Policy, Version 1.5 (2015). 

 

 

9.4 Students 

• Take responsibility for their own learning. 

• Abide by ethical considerations. 

• Engage in responsible behaviour whilst participating in online learning. 

• Profile of the students should include information literacy. 
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